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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 IWONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- ^*^e"sions of time^^^ be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, tiowever. may a reply be timely tiled 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this commumcation. / n j 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- ^ NO penod for reply is specified above the rnawmum statutory period wit) apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the maUing date of thls^mmunleation. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C S 1 33i 
Any repiy received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed may reduce anv 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). ^ ' ' 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communlcatlon(s) filed on . 

2a)E] This action Is FINAt: 2b)^ This action is non-final. ^ 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1:45 Is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Clalm(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1:45 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawlng(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawjng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)nAII b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 


1) ^ Notice Of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten^iew Summary (PTOSIS) 

2) LJ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-94e) Paper No{s)/Mail Date. . 

3) 13 InformaUon Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)rtWail Dale 11^2fiffl3. 6) □ Other: . 
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An Unit: 3632 

This is-the-first Officeiof applicatioiTsef Weapon Caddy, filed 

November 26, 2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
^the basis for thel-ejections undeTthislectionlnade^in this Office^ionr 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invenUon was patented or described in a printed pubUcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United Slates. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b) by another 
filed m the United Slates before Ihe invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
except that an international appUcation filed uaier the treaty defined in section 351(a) shaU have the effects for 
purposes of flus subsection of an appUcation filed in flie United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English tepguage. 

Claims 1-10, 13, 17-26, 35-39 and 41-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,637,708 to Peterson. The present invention reads on 
Peterson as follows: Peterson teaches a caddy comprising a mounting bracket (62, 38), a base 
member (64). and a cradle member (116-120, 50, 60). The mounting bracket is structured and 
arranged for mounting on a support structure (14). The base member is slidably mounted on 
the mounting bracket. The cradle member is mounted on the base member and structured and 
arranged for supporting the weapon. The base member is slidable between a retracted position 
adjacent to the mounting bracket and an extended position away from the mounting bracket. 
The base member is slidable in a substantially horizontal direction when the mounting bracket 
is mounted on the support structure. The cradle member is slidably mounted on the base 
-member.--The-cradle-member is-slidable-in-a~sub~stMtially^^ when the mounting 
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-brack.ris counted on the supponsm,cture.T1,ec«cUe.e.berco„^^^ 

s..des over a substantially vertical section of *e base .e.ber and allows the cnuUe .ember to 
telescope on the substantially vertical section of d« base member. The caddy comprises a 

-p(notnumbe.«i).Amechanicalfastener(40) is used for mounting the mounting braclcet 
onto the support stnicture. namely a tree stand. 

RSPTding chums 1 and iyTthe present invention reads on Peterso7as follows: 
Peterson teaches a ouldy comprising a mounting bucket (38). a base member (34) and a 
cradlemember(l,6-,20.50.60). TT>e mounting b™=ket is structured and arranged for " 
counting on a support stn.cture (14). The base member is slidab.y mounted on the mounting 
braclcet f^m left to right. T.e cradle member is mounted on the ba. member and stn,ctured 
and arranged for supporting the Weapon. A slot (104) is formed in the base member and a bolt 
(84) of the mounting bracket extends though the slot and moves along the slot. The base 

bracket. T.e base member is rotatable around a substantially vertical axis when the mounting 
bracket is mounted on the support structure. 

Claims 1 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U S 
Patent No. 6,244.556 to Carrillo et al. The present invention reads on Carrillo as follows- 
Carnllo teaches a caddy comprising a mounUng bracket (12). a base member (16). and a cradle 
memberdO. 18. 20). The mounting bucket is structured and arranged for mounting on a 
support structure (14). The base member is siidabiy mounted on the mounting bucket T.e 
cradle member is mounted on the ba. member and structured and ar.an ged.fo..ppo^„,,^e— 


weapon 
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Cliims 27, 28, and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,078,279 to Hancock. The present invention reads on Hancock as follows: 
Hancock t^ches a caddy comprising a moundng bracket (1 1). a cradle member (18) and an 
elastic strap (31). The mounting bn^ket is stn.ctur«d and arranged for mounting on a support 
structure (14). The cradle member is mounted on the mounting bracket and structured and 


arranged for supporting the weapon. The elasdc strap secures d,e weapon onto the cradle 
member. The strap is detachable. The cntdle member is generally U-shaped and has a liner 


(22). 


Claim Rejections - 3S USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U;S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

such to, fte subject matter as a wtote SaTJd^' ,h """^ ai>d prior art a« 

person havuig ordinaiy ddll in the art to «luch saL aJw.r.r^. He tune the mvenaon was made (o a 
negadved by the manner in which rtov^^^ 3te ^'^'^ shaU no, be 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peterson in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 3.225.656 to Flaherty. Peterson teaches the limitations of the base 
claim, excluding the cradle member having an elastic liner. 

Flaherty teaches a rifle rest for supporting a weapon. The test comprises a telescoping 
c^dle member (30), wherein the cradle member includes an elastic liner (41). 1. would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art a. the time the invention was made to have 
-modified the cradle-member as-taught by Pe terson to have ■nn.m.^>.. ' 
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taught by Flaherty for the pun^ose of absorbing shock which fricdonally engages the sides of 
the weapon which is placed in the cradle. 

Claims 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Peterson in view of U.S. Patent No. 5.078.279 to Hancock. Peterson teaches the limitations of 
the base claim, excluding the strap being elastic and detachable. 


Hancock teaches a gun rest for supporting a weapon. n,e gun rest comprises a cradle 
member (25. 26), wherein the cradle member inchtdes an elastic detachable stny, (31). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have modified the cradle member as taught by Peterson to have i„conK.rated an 
additional strap as taught by Hancock for the puq^se of securing the weapon in tb. cradle 
member and prevent any vibrations or movement of the weapon. 

Claims 16, 27, 29, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C.103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peterson in view of U.S. Patent No. 4.017.997 to Peterson. Peterson 
teaches the limitations of the base claim, excluding the strap includes holes. 

Peterson teaches a gun support. The gun support comprises an elastic strap (E,38) 
including holes (41) for pegs (28. 30). wherein the cradle member (B). wherein the strap is 
detachable. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in .he art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the cradle member as taught by Peterson to have 
incon^orated an additional stn.p having holes therein as taught by Peterson for the purpose of 
securing the weapon in the cradle member and prevent any vibradons or movement of the 


weapon. 
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C« '^Jected under 35 U.S.C. lQ3(a) as being unpatentable over Peter«,„ in 
View Of U.S. Patent No. 4. ,50.733 to P,u..er. Peterson teaches the limitations of the base 
claim, excluding the mounting bn«=ket being welded on the support strucm«. 

Peterson teaches the use of welding or screws for securing components: It would have 

been obvious to one ha ving ordinaty skill in the art at the time the invention w^ made to hav e 
modified the mounting bracket as tausht bv Peterson tn h,.,- • 

uiugni oy reterson to have mcorporated weldmg as taught by 

Peterson for the puipose of joining members together. 

Claim 32 is ejected under 35 U.S.C. ,(B(a) as being unpatentable over Hancock in 
View Of U.S. Patent No. 3.225.656 . Flaherty. Hancock teaches the limitations of the base 
claim, excluding the cradle member having an elastic liner. 

Flaherty teaches a rifle rest for supporting a weapon, r,. rest comprises a teie«.ping 
cradle member (30). wherein the cdle member includes an elastic liner (41). It would have 

modified the cradle member as taught by Hancock to have i„«>« elastic liner as 
taught by Flaherty for the putpose of absort.ing shock which frictionally engage the sides of 
the weapon which is placed in the cradle. 


Conclusion 

The following pnor art made of record and not relied upon is conside^d pertinent to • 
app.ic.fs di^losure: Swicegood D382.035; Winters 2.692.069; and Gates 6.588.637 teaches 
a weapon caddy, respectively. 
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A^'SqSiO' concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gwendolyn Baxter whose telephone number is 703-308-0702. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Wednesday. 8:00am -5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone a« unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Usl ie A Braun can be reached on 703-308.2156 . The fax phone number for tl^ 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general namie or relatmg to the status of this application . 


1 or 


proceeding should be directed to ti,e receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 1 13. 

jwendoJyn Baxter 
November 29, 2004 



QWENDOUNBAXIER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 


